
Centralized Radiation Project 
 Presentation To 

 
Veterans’ Advisory Board On Dose Reconstruction 

       September 19-20, 2007 

http://www.va.gov/�


TIMELINE FOR CONSOLIDATION OF RADIATION CASES TO 
JACKSON VA REGIONAL OFFICE 

  
  

 
 

•07-14-07 – Received first notice from VA Central Office -
Office of Field Operations (OFO) that Jackson would be 
receiving the Radiation Claims.  The number of radiation claims 
identified at that time was 2732. 
  

  

•08-11-06 – Received a draft Business Plan from OFO 
  

 
 

•08-23-06 – Received amended Draft Business Plan from OFO 
  

 
 

•09-08-06 – Provided our Southern Area office with an 
Implementation Plan for review and processing of the 
Radiation Cases 
 



 
 

 
•09-20-06 - Radiation Conference Call with Defense Threat 
Reduction Agency 
  

 
 

•09-26-06 – Creation of original Spreadsheet to log and track 
all cases received. 
  

  

•09-28-06 – Conferred with the (Philadelphia Tiger Team) 
about procedures for requesting nationwide VA exams.   

  

 
 

•10-06-06 – Began Radiation Training for Veterans Service 
Representatives and Rating Specialist  
  

 
 

•10–16-06 – Received Fast Letter on Consolidation of Radiation 
Claims 
 



 
 

 
•10-18-06 – Received a PowerPoint presentation from Dr. Paul 
Blake with DTRA introducing the NTPR Program. 
  

Received the first 5 Radiation cases from VA Regional Office 
at White River Junction. 
  

  

•11-16-06 – Radiation Congressional inquiries were assigned to 
VSRs in RAD Team 
 

 
 

 
•12-01-06 – Milestone - 2825 Radiation cases received 
  

  

•01-17-07 – Received claims list from DTRA to begin 
processing the Skin Cancer Cases 
  

  

•01- 25-07 – Received Instructional material for processing 
the Skin and Prostate Cancer Cases 
 



 
 

 
•01-30-07 – Visit from Lt. Commander Ralph J. Marro, Deputy 
Program Manager, NTPR  
  

 
 

•02-21-07 – Received list of 991 Re-Adjudication Radiation 
Claims Pending 
 

.08-24-07 – Milestone – 4925 Radiation Cases received  

 
  
 

 

 
  



 
RADIATION CASE 

 
 
 
 

 SPECIAL HANDLING 
  



FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS PRESENTATION 
  
  

A = Atomic or Atmospheric Claims based on Exposure to Ionizing 
Radiation  

  
•       Military personnel who served with the American occupation forces at 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. (August 1945 to July 1946) 
•       Those who participated in the U. S. Atmospheric nuclear testing (1945 to 
1962) 
•       Those who were interned as POW’s (near Hiroshima and Nagasaki) at the 
end of WWII. 

 
        O = “Occupational” exposures associated with  specific 
military duties. 
  
� •        Performed service activities, such as work as an X-Ray or dental 
technician 
� •       Worked in a Reactor Plant.  
� •       Worked in nuclear medicine or radiography 
� •       Served in the Nuclear Navy 
� •       Maintained nuclear weapons 
� •       Participated in clean-ups after accidents involving nuclear weapons 
� •       Received X-ray therapy during military service  

 



RADIATION CASES RECEIVED THROUGH 08-24-07

Eastern Region Central Region Western Region Southern Region

Baltimore 56 Chicago 160 Albuquerque 56 Atlanta 100
Boston 52 Des Moines 74 Anchorage 10 Columbia 81
Buffalo 54 Fargo 17 Boise 32 Huntington 42
Cleveland 184 Houston 163 Cheyenne 10 Jackson 40
Detroit 106 Lincoln 66 Denver 118 Louisville 74
Hartford 23 Little Rock 74 Ft. Harrison 27 Montgomery 104
Indianopolis 71 Milwaukee 92 Honolulu 37 Nashville 167
Manchester 33 Muskogee 231 Los Angeles 84 Roanoke 58
New York 51 New Orleans 102 Manila 5 San Juan 37
Newark 39 Sioux Falls 29 Oakland 233 St. Petersburg 418
Philadelphia 111 St Louis 156 Phoenix 153 Washington 3
Pittsburgh 85 St Paul 98 Portland 91 Winston Salem 145
Providence 25 Waco 246 Reno 68  
Togus 46 Wichita 32 Salt Lake City 34  
White River Junction 12  San Diego 116  
Wilmington 4 Seattle 102

   
Total 952 Total 1540 Total 1176 Total 1269

   
 GRAND TOTAL 4937
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AVERAGE DAYS PENDING
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AVERAGE DAYS TO COMPLETE
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OBSTICALS TO MEETING OUR INITIAL EXPECTATIONS FOR THE RADIATION 
PROJECT 

  
•       When the project was accepted,  the VBA claims tracking system indicated 
only 2700 radiation claims pending nationwide.  Our original plans were made 
based on that number.  We received substantially more cases than were 
originally shown and continue to receive approximately 30 - 40 new cases per 
month.   
  
•       One of the primary moving forces behind the centralization of this project 
was the inconsistent nature of both the development and overall processing 
of Radiation cases across the country.  We found this problem to be 
somewhat worse than expected, i.e., a majority of the cases had been 
inadequately developed. 

 .The scheduling of VA Exams nationwide has presented significant problems.  

Some VA Regional Offices use contract medical facilities and other VAMCs 
only schedule certain types of VA exams.  This causes some unexpected delays 
in processing.  
  

 

 
 

.Our information sharing relationship with DTRA has demonstrated consistent 

improvement, however, we continue to experience delays in receipt of 
information for Occupational Claims from several of the Service Departments.  
We continue to explore ways to improve these relationships, but progress has 
been slow.    

 



              THE END 
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