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VA’s Administrations 

Veterans	
  
Health	
  

AdministraHon	
  
(VHA)	
  

NaHonal	
  
Cemetery	
  

AdministraHon	
  
(NCA)	
  

Veterans	
  
Benefits	
  

AdministraHon	
  
(VBA)	
  

The	
  Veterans	
  Health	
  Administra<on	
  (VHA)	
  is	
  
one	
  of	
  the	
  three	
  major	
  administra<ons	
  of	
  the	
  

Department	
  of	
  Veterans	
  Affairs.	
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Enhancing the Way We Provide Care 

“Pa<ents	
  are	
  in	
  control	
  of	
  their	
  
health	
  care,	
  and	
  the	
  system	
  is	
  
designed	
  around	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  

the	
  pa<ent.”	
  
-­‐Robert	
  A.	
  Petzel,	
  M.D.	
  
Under	
  Secretary	
  for	
  Health	
  
Department	
  of	
  Veterans	
  Affairs	
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Where we fit in the Veterans Health Administration 
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Under	
  Secretary	
  	
  for	
  Health	
  	
  
(Dr.	
  Petzel)	
  	
  

Principal	
  Deputy	
  Under	
  Secretary	
  for	
  Health	
  
	
  (Dr.	
  Jesse)	
  

DUSH	
  for	
  Policy	
  and	
  Services	
  	
  
(Dr.	
  Agarwal)	
  

Office	
  of	
  Public	
  Health	
  

Office	
  of	
  Public	
  Health	
  (Dr.	
  Davey)	
  

Post-­‐Deployment	
  	
  
(Drs.	
  Peterson	
  &	
  Walters)	
  

Environmental	
  Health	
  Program	
  	
  
“Atomic	
  Veterans”	
  

(Drs.	
  Ciminera	
  &	
  Dick)	
  

Epidemiology	
  
Program	
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Office of Public Health (OPH) – Responsibilities Related to 
“Atomic Veterans” 

•  Epidemiologic	
  Research	
  
•  VA/VHA	
  Policy	
  
•  Ionizing	
  RadiaHon	
  Registry	
  (IRR)	
  program	
  
•  Outreach	
  
•  Medical	
  opinions	
  	
  
•  Subject	
  	
  ma^er	
  support	
  to	
  Veterans	
  Service	
  OrganizaHons	
  (VSOs),	
  media,	
  Congress	
  

and	
  other	
  stakeholders	
  

5 



VETERANS	
  HEALTH	
  ADMINISTRATION	
  

Outreach – What we have (Brochures) 

“Are	
  you	
  an	
  Atomic	
  Veteran?”	
  Brochure	
  
Provides	
  informaHon	
  about	
  eligibility	
  for	
  VA	
  
compensaHon	
  and	
  medical	
  care,	
  dose	
  reconstrucHon,	
  
medical	
  claim	
  determinaHon,	
  Ionizing	
  RadiaHon	
  Registry	
  
Program,	
  and	
  more	
  

	
  
“Special	
  Environmental	
  Health	
  Registry	
  Evalua<on	
  
Programs	
  for	
  Veterans”	
  Brochure	
  

Provides	
  an	
  overview	
  of	
  five	
  VA	
  health	
  registry	
  
programs	
  that	
  track	
  the	
  health	
  of	
  Veterans	
  exposed	
  to	
  
environmental	
  hazards	
  during	
  military	
  service:	
  Ionizing	
  
RadiaHon,	
  Agent	
  Orange,	
  Gulf	
  War,	
  Depleted	
  Uranium,	
  
and	
  Toxic	
  Embedded	
  Fragments	
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Outreach – What we have (Newsletters) 

Ionizing	
  Radia<on	
  Review	
  	
  
•  “InformaHon	
  for	
  Veterans	
  Exposed	
  to	
  Ionizing	
  RadiaHon	
  and	
  their	
  Families”	
  
•  Produced	
  with	
  contribuHons	
  from	
  the	
  Veterans’	
  Advisory	
  Board	
  on	
  Dose	
  

ReconstrucHon	
  (VBDR)	
  
•  Includes	
  health	
  condiHons	
  (recognized	
  PresumpHve	
  diseases)	
  related	
  to	
  ionizing	
  

radiaHon	
  exposure	
  
•  InformaHon	
  on	
  the	
  free	
  health	
  registry	
  
•  CompensaHon	
  rates	
  
•  Special	
  focus	
  arHcles	
  
•  Where	
  to	
  get	
  addiHonal	
  informaHon	
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  ADMINISTRATION	
  

Outreach- What we have (Website) 

Post	
  Deployment	
  Health	
  Website	
  
•  For	
  Veterans	
  who	
  may	
  have	
  been	
  exposed	
  to	
  a	
  

range	
  of	
  chemical,	
  physical,	
  and	
  environmental	
  
hazards	
  during	
  military	
  service.	
  

•  Newly	
  revamped	
  for	
  easier	
  use	
  by	
  Veterans,	
  
Providers,	
  Families,	
  and	
  other	
  Stakeholders	
  

•  More	
  updates	
  planned	
  to	
  improve	
  navigaHon	
  
•  Includes	
  diseases	
  and	
  associated	
  condiHons	
  that	
  

may	
  affect	
  	
  Veterans.	
  
•  Provides	
  up	
  to	
  date	
  informaHon	
  on	
  topics	
  of	
  

potenHal	
  concern	
  to	
  Veterans	
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www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures 
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Outreach - Understanding Veterans’ needs 

Reader	
  Survey	
  for	
  NewsleVers	
  
•  A	
  first-­‐Hme	
  survey	
  recently	
  approved	
  by	
  the	
  Office	
  of	
  Management	
  and	
  Budget	
  (OMB)	
  
•  Designed	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  delivery	
  of	
  newsle^ers	
  through	
  Veteran	
  feedback	
  
•  EssenHal	
  to	
  determine	
  the	
  best	
  format	
  to	
  provide	
  informaHon	
  to	
  serve	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  

Veterans	
  and	
  best	
  use	
  government	
  resources	
  in	
  today's	
  changing	
  technology	
  (social	
  
media,	
  internet,	
  email)	
  

	
  
“HAIG”	
  Survey	
  of	
  VHA’s	
  Environmental	
  Registry	
  Program	
  
•  Clinicians	
  and	
  coordinators	
  at	
  each	
  Medical	
  Center	
  to	
  see	
  Veterans	
  with	
  environmental	
  

concerns	
  
•  First	
  ever	
  survey	
  to	
  gather	
  baseline	
  informaHon	
  
•  Understand	
  the	
  organizaHonal	
  structure,	
  staffing,	
  and	
  performance	
  
•  IdenHfy	
  and	
  streamline	
  processes,	
  procedures,	
  and	
  services	
  available	
  to	
  system	
  wide	
  for	
  

Veterans	
  with	
  Environmental	
  Exposure	
  concerns	
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Outreach- Potential  Approach 

Ini<al	
  outreach	
  
• 	
  For	
  Veterans	
  not	
  in	
  the	
  registry	
  
• 	
  AdverHse	
  programs	
  (does	
  not	
  require	
  frequent	
  updates)	
  
	
  
Targeted	
  updates	
  
• 	
  For	
  Veterans	
  in	
  the	
  registries	
  and	
  other	
  focused	
  groups	
  	
  
• 	
  Post-­‐Deployment	
  Health	
  Newsle^er	
  covering	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  
health	
  concerns	
  
• 	
  More	
  Hmely	
  than	
  current	
  Newsle^ers	
  
• 	
  Frequent	
  updates	
  

Feedback	
  greatly	
  appreciated	
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Medical Opinions – Process 

Presump<ve	
  illness	
  claims	
  adjudicated	
  at	
  VBA	
  Jackson	
  Regional	
  Office	
  (JRO)	
  	
  
•  38	
  CFR	
  3.309	
  	
  (d)	
  (2)	
  	
  
•  21	
  cancers	
  listed	
  are	
  presumed	
  to	
  have	
  been	
  caused	
  by	
  radiaHon	
  exposure	
  
•  PresumpHve	
  claims	
  approved	
  if	
  part	
  of	
  a	
  “radiaHon	
  risk	
  acHvity”	
  populaHon	
  	
  

	
  	
  
Non-­‐presump<ve	
  illness	
  claims	
  forwarded	
  to	
  VBA	
  Central	
  Office	
  for	
  development	
  

and	
  medical	
  opinion	
  by	
  VHA,	
  Office	
  of	
  Public	
  Health	
  	
  
•  38	
  CFR	
  3.311	
  
•  The	
  NaHonal	
  InsHtute	
  for	
  OccupaHonal	
  Safety	
  and	
  Health	
  (NIOSH)	
  InteracHve	
  Radio	
  

Epidemiological	
  Program	
  (IREP)	
  	
  is	
  used	
  to	
  determine	
  probability	
  of	
  causaHon	
  (PC)	
  for	
  
diseases	
  in	
  the	
  database	
  (cancers)	
  

•  If	
  IREP	
  calculates	
  50%	
  or	
  greater	
  PC,	
  the	
  claim	
  will	
  receive	
  a	
  favorable	
  opinion	
  
•  For	
  claims	
  not	
  in	
  IREP,	
  other	
  epidemiological	
  evidence	
  is	
  used	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  opinion	
  
•  OccupaHonal,	
  medical,	
  and	
  other	
  radiaHon	
  related	
  claims	
  are	
  handled	
  separately	
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Medical Opinions – Performance 

•  A	
  backlog	
  of	
  approximately	
  100	
  claims	
  existed	
  from	
  2008	
  to	
  2010	
  due	
  to	
  staff	
  
vacancies	
  at	
  OPH	
  

•  OPH	
  now	
  adequately	
  staffed	
  
•  Average	
  	
  non-­‐presumpHve	
  claim	
  processing	
  Hme	
  in	
  OPH	
  is	
  4	
  days	
  
•  1160	
  claims	
  processed	
  from	
  2009	
  through	
  2011	
  

–  486	
  (42%)	
  of	
  claims	
  were	
  from	
  Atomic	
  Veterans,	
  58%	
  OccupaHonal	
  claims	
  
–  74	
  favorable	
  opinions	
  (6%):	
  	
  mostly	
  skin	
  cancer	
  and	
  Posterior	
  Subcapsular	
  Cataract	
  

(PSC)	
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Medical Opinions – Recent Cases 

13 

•  75	
  total	
  opinions	
  	
  thus	
  far	
  in	
  2012	
  (as	
  of	
  15	
  Mar)	
  

•  22	
  (29%)	
  of	
  claims	
  were	
  from	
  Atomic	
  Veterans	
  

•  5	
  cases	
  received	
  favorable	
  opinions	
  for	
  skin	
  cancers	
  
•  all	
  had	
  maximum	
  esHmated	
  total	
  dose	
  to	
  the	
  skin	
  of	
  550	
  rem	
  
•  Defense	
  Threat	
  ReducHon	
  Agency	
  expedited	
  dose	
  processing	
  methodology	
  
	
  

•  1	
  case	
  received	
  favorable	
  opinion	
  for	
  Posterior	
  Subcapsular	
  Cataract	
  
•  maximum	
  esHmated	
  total	
  dose	
  to	
  the	
  lens	
  of	
  the	
  eye	
  of	
  28	
  rem	
  
•  Defense	
  Threat	
  ReducHon	
  Agency	
  expedited	
  dose	
  processing	
  methodology	
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Future Activities - Prevention 

Focus	
  on	
  preven<on:	
  
Reduce	
  Veteran’s	
  chance	
  of	
  disease	
  

through	
  modifiable	
  risk	
  factors	
  
like	
  smoking	
  and	
  exercise.	
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Help prevent heart disease 
Here’s how: Exercise 30 minutes a day; cut down on 
saturated fats (cheese, butter, cream, processed meats, 
bacon); add fruits and vegetables; eat fatty fish such as 
salmon and tuna twice a week; and limit salt. Go 
to www.prevention.va.gov to learn more about healthy living. 
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Provider Education - What we have 

Ionizing	
  Radia<on	
  Registry	
  (IRR)	
  Program	
  Procedures	
  Handbook	
  	
  
	
  
Details	
  clinical	
  and	
  administraHve	
  policies	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  maintenance	
  of	
  the	
  VHA	
  
Ionizing	
  RadiaHon	
  Registry	
  (IRR)	
  program	
  of	
  physical	
  examinaHons	
  for	
  eligible,	
  
concerned	
  veterans	
  
	
  
Available	
  to	
  inform	
  health	
  care	
  teams	
  and	
  community	
  stakeholders	
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Provider Education – New Developments 

VA	
  Environmental	
  Exposure	
  Pocket	
  Card	
  
	
  InformaHon	
  on	
  resources	
  for	
  primary	
  care	
  teams	
  
to	
  assist	
  Veterans	
  who	
  have	
  environmental	
  health	
  
concerns	
  stemming	
  	
  from	
  military	
  service	
  

Partnering	
  with	
  Primary	
  Care	
  Services	
  
	
  Highlight	
  educaHonal	
  products	
  for	
  the	
  Post-­‐
Deployment	
  care	
  of	
  Veterans	
  

“Environmental	
  Exposure	
  App”	
  for	
  care	
  teams	
  
•  Will	
  Provide	
  “just-­‐in-­‐Hme”	
  informaHon	
  to	
  

providers,	
  paHent	
  care	
  teams,	
  and	
  paHents	
  
•  Contents	
  include:	
  taking	
  an	
  exposure	
  history,	
  the	
  

history	
  of	
  exposures	
  during	
  military	
  	
  service,	
  
potenHal	
  and	
  known	
  health	
  effects,	
  prevenHve	
  
measures,	
  and	
  treatment	
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Future Activities – Performance Improvement 

•  Analyze	
  HAIG	
  survey	
  data	
  to	
  inform	
  next	
  revision	
  of	
  the	
  Environmental	
  Registries	
  
handbook	
  

•  Obtain	
  feedback	
  on	
  outreach	
  and	
  educaHon	
  from	
  Veteran’s	
  and	
  Veteran’s	
  Service	
  
OrganizaHons	
  (VSOs)	
  

•  Work	
  with	
  VBDR	
  to	
  document	
  OPH	
  processes	
  to	
  idenHfy	
  areas	
  of	
  potenHal	
  
improvement	
  

•  Collect	
  scienHfic	
  	
  reviews	
  that	
  supported	
  medical	
  opinions	
  and	
  post	
  where	
  they	
  
can	
  be	
  accessed	
  by	
  providers	
  and	
  compensaHon	
  examiners	
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QUESTIONS?	
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